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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 8 July 2008 at 

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
David Cumberland (Chairman)
Mavis Flowers




Chris Bere



Noel Thomas



Kristian Berggreen


Phil Mead



Judith Foot    


Frank Rylance



Leslie Campbell 


Patrick Shanahan


Jose Gargett 


Derek Swaine

Clerk: Linda Baker


Also present were PCSO Sally Howarth, County Councillor Colin Wilsdon and four members of the public. 

08/90 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies for absence were received from Bill Hatton, Sue Hatton and Alan Berry. An apology was also received from District Councillor Gordon Marples, who had an MSDC Cabinet meeting.

08/91 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. None.

The Chairman adjourned the meeting for public participation. A note of the questions and answers is attached as Appendix 1.  

08/92 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10 June 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

08/93 REPORTS.

a) Police Report. PCSO Sally Howarth reported on:

· New members of the neighbourhood watch scheme in Grand Avenue- Orchard Lane. There was still no over-all co-ordinator for Hassocks.

· New PCSO appointed to look after the outlying villages, which will leave Sally Howarth free to concentrate on Hassocks

· Increased uniform and plain clothes police patrols in Hassocks to deal with an increase in anti-social behaviour

· Arrest made for cannabis smoking on the London Road recreation ground

· An assault in the underpass at Hassocks station, a suspect identified from CCTV

· 2 suspects being sought for a break in at Forfars

· Break in at the Hassocks Hotel, a suspect had been identified from CCTV    

b) District Councillor’s Report. There was no report.

c) County Councillor’s Report. A report was received from Colin Wilsdon on:

· the debate about establishing academies in West Sussex. Some issues remained about financing.

· his motion on bus information had been followed up by the Cabinet member. A new IT policy for transport was being developed. 

· cycle routes in Hassocks: it was hoped that WSCC would make the route under the railway line to Woodsland Road more formal. Colin Wilsdon would obtain a copy of the plan of cycle routes and footpaths in Hassocks from WSCC for members information.

· the Fundamental Service Review in WSCC was continuing

· County Local Committees were taking more responsibility for highways works, and had the power to alter the priority of works. Members were asked to let Colin  know of any issues which needed attention in Hassocks.

· Electoral Commission draft report issued. The proposals would not affect Hassocks, but there was a proposal to split Burgess Hill into two single member divisions.

d) Planning Committee Meeting, 25 June 2008. The minutes were accepted by the committee.

e) Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting, 30 June 2008. The minutes were accepted by the committee. The draft Business Plan was being revised and would be circulated for consideration at the 9 September 2008 HPC meeting. In response to a query from Noel Thomas, Patrick Shanahan said that the question of redesigning and maintaining the council’s website would be considered by the P,R & C at its next meeting. 

08/94 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS. The Chairman had no items to raise. 

08/95 CLERK’S REPORT. The Clerk had no items to raise. 

08/96 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial Report for June 2008 and the list of cheques presented was authorised and signed by the Chairman. 

08/97 TRAINING. It was noted that Bill Hatton would be attending the councillor’s training course on 20/21 September 2008. RESOLVED that the cost should be met by the council. 

08/98 MSDC DRAFT SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES STRATEGY. The draft was considered. RESOLVED that a response should be sent, supporting the initiative, but seeking clarification of what the document was for, who it would be circulated to, and how its implementation would be monitored.  

08/99 ELECTION COSTS. A response had not been received to the council’s letter dated 15 May 2008. MSDC had indicated that the delay had been caused by several recent by-elections, and that a response should be sent in the week commencing 15 July 2008.

08/100 KEYMER & HASSOCKS MEN’S CLUB LEASE.  Hedleys were awaiting a response from Castles, solicitors acting for the Men’s Club, but the case was unofficially suspended at present.

08/101 MEETING DATES. RESOLVED that the council and sub committee meeting dates should be fixed a year in advance. Sub committees were asked to agree a list of meeting dates for a year ahead at their next meetings. 

08/102 RAIL MATTERS. Leslie Campbell reported on

· Access for all improvements were going ahead at Hassocks Station, but a timetable for the work had not yet been agreed 
· The east side car park resurfacing was going ahead, but the date for the work was not yet known
· The ticket machine on the east side of the station was often unusable because of sunlight glare, and this was being looked at, but relocating the machine would be expensive
· The September 2008 timetable changes would include an hourly off-peak Victoria service
· The Southern franchise was up for renewal in September 2009. The successful bidder should be known in May 2009.
08/103 PARISH WALKS. Leslie Campbell hoped to lead a Parish Walk early in 2009. 
08/104 CORRESPONDENCE. There was no correspondence for noting.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at

8.50 pm.

Chairman...................................       

Date..........................................
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