HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 5 May 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Patrick Shanahan (Chairman)
Phil Mead



Frank Rylance

Kristian Berggreen


           Bill Hatton

Clerk: Linda Baker

1. Apology for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Jose Gargett. Absent without apology, Mavis Flowers, Judith Foot.

2. Declarations of Interest. None. 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 March 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. 2009-2014 Business Plan.

a) Community Groups Meeting. The meeting held on 2 April 2009 had been well attended, and comments made at the meeting had been incorporated into the revised Business Plan. 

b) Changes to Content.  A revised version dated 5 May 2009 was circulated to the meeting, and approved. Patrick Shanahan would summarise the Action Plans, and circulate to the committee.   

c) Photographs. Photographs were considered for inclusion.  It was agreed that additional photographs were required including the Village Market, a Parish Council meeting, the High Street, Clayton Mills, cyclists, and the PCSO. It should be possible to use some photographs which had appeared in South Downs Living. 

d) Progress with Draft for Printing. Phil Mead would prepare a mock up of the Business Plan, which would be available for the 12 May 2009 Parish Council meeting.

e) Printing Costs. The WSCC South Mid Sussex CLC had agreed a grant of £500 towards the printing costs. 

                RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that the council approve   printing of 1,500 copies of the Business Plan, at a cost of £2,100, the cost to the council of £1,600 to be met from contingencies. Alternative quotations for the printing would be available for the 12 May 2009 Parish Council meeting.

f) Litter Picking..Patrick Shanahan reported that there was a litter picking group in the Hassocks area. 

                RESOLVED that the Environment Committee should be  asked to follow this up.

g) Plans for Hassocks on View.  It was agreed that council sub committees should be asked to provide display material. Bill Hatton would co-ordinate the council’s display. Phil Mead would put together material on the Business Plan. 

h) Reports from Sub Committees on draft Action Plans and Capital Budgets. The responses to date were noted. 
         RESOLVED that council sub committees should be asked to provide more detailed action plans, and capital budgets.           

         RESOLVED that the Planning Committee should be asked to consider commissioning a Housing Needs Survey, at a cost of approximately £1,500.   

5. Village Centre Redevelopment. 
              RESOLVED that the following should be included in the Business Plan  “To promote a sense of community and wellbeing by promoting the redevelopment of the centre of the village to provide a well designed and landscaped village square as a focal point to the village”, and that the Planning Committee would be asked to action this objective.

6. MSDC Housing Strategy 2009-14. The committee supported the document. It was agreed that some of the figures in the report should be queried with MSDC:

· P.13, the figure for those living in the 3 main towns seemed high, while the figure for rural areas seemed low

· Number on the Common Housing Register, did this relate to the number of individuals, or was there some “double counting” in respect of preferences

· Affordable Housing. There was no reference to Community Land Trusts.

7. Review of the Mid Sussex Crime and Disorder Reduction Community Safety Plan 2008-2011, and Residents’ Panel. This item, deferred from the 3 March 2009 meeting, would be carried forward to the next meeting.

8. Funding for the Sports Pavilion Redevelopment. Patrick Shanahan tabled some figures illustrating how the redevelopment could be funded from reserves and a PWLB Loan (copy attached). A recommendation from the Sports Pavilion Redevelopment Sub Committee would be subject to final cost estimates for the building, the level of free reserves as at 31.3.09, and agreement to a Public Works Loan Board loan. Subject to the project costs being confirmed, and having regard to the council’s reserves and PWLB loan illustration set out in the schedule, it was agreed to advise the council that the following indicative figures were sustainable:

a) The use of reserves of approximately £100,000. (Any increase in reserves as at 31.3.09 would allow for a similar reduction in the PWLB loan.)

b) A PWLB loan of approximately £142,000 over 19 years, with annual repayments of around £10,538 p.a.

It was agreed that it would be advisable to inform the public about the project before building work commenced. 

                 RESOLVED to recommend to the Grounds Committee that the committee publish an article in Talk About informing residents about the redevelopment, and prepare a display on the redevelopment for Hassocks on View on 18 July 2009.  

9. Work Programme.
a) Business Rate. A response from the Valuation Office was awaited. 

b) Youth Affairs. A report, carried forward from the 3 March 2009 meeting, would be carried forward to the next meeting. 

c) Capital Budget. This item, carried forward from the 3 March 2009 meeting, would be deferred until detailed budget proposals had been received from the other council sub-committees.

d) Other Projects. 

i) Shoppers Map. Patrick Shanahan had attended a meeting on 27 April 2009 regarding the Shoppers Map. The cost of production would be £2,700 against advertising revenue of £2,400. Patrick Shanahan would circulate a note of the meeting, and the request for a contribution to the cost from HPC, before the 12 May 2009 council meeting. 

10. Role of Councillors in Internal Audit. Patrick Shanahan would investigate this issue 

11. Date of Next Meeting. 7 July 2009 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 pm.

Chairman.................................

Date.......................................... 
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