HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Policy, Resources and Communications Committee 

Meeting held on Monday 30 June 2008 at 7.30pm

Present: 
Patrick Shanahan (Chairman)

Phil Mead



Bill Hatton




Frank Rylance




Kristian Berggreen



Judith Foot





Jose Gargett




Noel Thomas

Assistant:
Maureen Murphy

1. Apologies for Absence – Mavis Flowers

2. To receive Declarations of Interest -  Noel Thomas declared an interest in item 9.

3. To accept the Minutes of the meeting held on 3 June 2008 -  The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4.  To consider a draft of the Parish Council Business Plan to be submitted to the Parish Council for approval – The Chairman apologised for the late delivery of the Plan.  Some members had not had time to read the revised document prior to attending the meeting.  Jose Gargett expressed her concerns on two items, (a) whether the Parish Council would have the time to implement the policies and strategies within the plan, (page 3, last paragraph),and (b) that if the Parish Council were to publish a list of annual events that care should be taken not to encroach on any other agencies who were already doing this, (page 9 paragraph 2).  It was suggested that the document needed to be shortened and a sub-committee would be set up to edit the plan.  Patrick Shanahan, Phil Mead and Judith Foot volunteered to act on behalf of the committee.  The first meeting will be on 8 July 2008 prior to the Parish Council meeting.  The revised document will be presented for the approval of the Parish Council at the next meeting .  An additional meeting of the Committee will take place on 29 July 2008 to discuss the Business Plan further.  

5. Involvement of Young People: Youth Bus – Judith Foot confirmed that the Youth Bus would call at Hassocks.  She reported that the Beacon Centre were doing some research with W.S.C.C. on the requirements of the young in the area. Judith Foot would follow up with the Beacon Centre in due course, as the committee believed that the Parish Council should be involved in the exercise. 

6. Parish Council Newsletter – It was generally felt that the Spring Newsletter was too long and future Newsletters should be more concise and would generally be limited to two sides of A4, but longer if circumstances required. Noel Thomas felt that a corporate image should be followed and that the format should be as previous Newsletters prior to the Spring one.  Frank Rylance suggested that the Councillors should flag up issues for inclusion to the Clerk who would then co-ordinate and issue the Newsletter.  Patrick Shanahan would liaise with the Clerk regarding the Spring edition and Bill Hatton would liaise with the Clerk on future issues when their weekly meeting takes place.  It was felt that future issues should be distributed to the village shops, Age Concern and the Doctors Surgery as well as being available in the Parish Centre.  

7. To consider an Equality and Diversity Policy for approval by the Parish Council – This document had been adapted from the Burgess Hill Town Council document and the Committee were happy for the Parish Council to adopt it.  

8. To agree, in view of the nature of the business about to be discussed under item 9, that this be treated as confidential and the public be invited to withdraw – no members of the public were present. 

9. Chairman’s Allowance – Confidential note refers

10.  Date of next meeting –  Monday 15th September 2008. 
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm 

Chairman………………………………………………….

Date……………………………………………………….

