HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 3 June 2008 at 7.30 pm.

Present: 
Patrick Shanahan (Chairman)
Phil Mead

Bill Hatton, 



Kristian Berggreen

Frank Rylance 


Judith Foot 

Clerk: Linda Baker


1. Apologies for Absence. Jose Gargett and Mavis Flowers.

2. Election of Chairman. Patrick Shanahan was elected Chairman for 2008/9.

3. Declarations of Interest. None.

4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 22 April 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
5. Parish Council Business Plan. A draft was circulated. It was agreed that the Plan should cover 5 years, to be reviewed every 2 years. Members were allocated sections to be revised, which would be returned to Patrick Shanahan by 23 June 2008 to enable a final draft to be put together for consideration at the July Parish Council meeting.

6. Involvement of Young People. 

a) Youth Bus. The WSCC Youth Bus for outreach work was programmed to visit areas of need, according to crime levels etc. The bus was programmed to visit Hurstpierpoint but not Hassocks this year. It was agreed that Judith Foot would contact the PCSO, Sally Howarth, to find out if Hassocks could request WSCC to arrange a visit from the Youth Bus.  

b) Beacon Centre. Judith Foot had spoken to Sally Blackmore. The Beacon Centre did not currently have a youth worker, but a new worker was due to take up their post at the end of June so Judith would make contact after that. The Beacon Centre was seeking funding to improve the kitchen facilities to run a healthy eating project. They would put together a business case by September 2008 to ask WSCC and the Parish Council for funding.  

7. Operation Beatsweep Feedback. Patrick Shanahan reported that the Police were pleased with the Operation. 90 responses had been received to the questionnaire. The major issues residents had highlighted were potholes, speeding, anti-social behaviour, and parking. The police were confident of getting a residents’ panel established. A feedback meeting was being held in the Parish Centre at 7.30 pm on 5 June 2008.  

8. Hassocks Scout Group. A letter of support had been sent to the 1st Hassocks Scout Group. The group had been asked to submit a financial case for funding, but no response had been received to date.

9. Website. Patrick Shanahan had received no response from the University of Brighton regarding possible help from students. He would prepare a report on the website for the September 2008 meeting.

10. Parish Council Newsletter. Patrick Shanahan and Judith Foot would discuss the preparation of a June 2008 newsletter, based on the drafts already prepared. This would be published on the notice boards. The September/October edition would be circulated to every household in the village if possible, as this would include consultation with residents on the HPC Business Plan. 

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that the Parish Council appoint a councillor to act as editor for the Quarterly Newsletter

11. Equality and Diversity Policy. It was agreed that Judith Foot would produce a policy based on the CVS policy, and circulate this for the next meeting. Patrick Shanahan would obtain copies of other CVS policies for consideration at the next meeting.    

12. Council Reserves. Patrick Shanahan reported on the council’s unallocated reserves. Members noted the position.  

13. Date of Next Meeting. Monday 30 June 2008 at 7.30 pm.   

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30 pm.

Chairman...................................

Date..............................................
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