HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 12th May 2008 at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks. 

Present: 

Noel Thomas


Mavis Flowers




Kristian Berggreen

Judith Foot




Frank Rylance

Bill Hatton

Assistant:

Maureen Murphy

1. Apologies for Absence.   Apologies for absence were received from Leslie Campbell .

Bill Hatton took the Chair in the absence of Leslie Campbell

2. To Accept Declarations of Interest - 
None

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st April 2008 – The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

4. Applications: 

08/01074/FUL – 14 Lagwood Close, Hassocks.

Rear extension

Response: Recommend Approval as per previous application recommended on 21.3.08

08/01269/FUL – 27 Semley Road, Hassocks. 

First Floor extension.

Response:  Recommend Approval 
08/01514/TCA – Clevelands, 18 Lodge Lane, Keymer, Hassocks. 
Fell one conifer

Response: Recommend approval. 

08/0197/FUL – Land to the west of 26a Lodge Lane, Keymer, Hassocks

New dwelling and single garage.  Amended site plan and deletion of garage from the scheme.

Response: Recommend Refusal as per previous application. 

08/01316/CON – 21 The Crescent, Keymer, Hassocks.

Demolition of existing house and garage.  

Response: Recommend Refusal.  The Committee felt that this was a clear case of planning by stealth by the prior removal of trees and now prior removal of an existing building.  This property is in a conservation are and does have merit as a mid Victorian building and could be refurbished to provide high quality accommodation. 

5. Results:

The following APPROVALS  were noted:

HA/07.02747/FUL -  Lodge Lane, Hassocks.

HA/08/00688/ADV -  E Moss Ltd 35 Keymer Road Hassock.

HA/08/00872/FUL  -  30 Semley Road, Hassocks.

HA08/00707/FUL  - 44 Chancellors Park, Hassocks

HA/08/01010/FUL -  61 Mackie Avenue, Hassocks

The following REFUSALS were noted:

HA/08/00644/FUL -  8 Ockley Lane, Hassocks. 

6. Mackie Avenue Development:  
(a) Planting Scheme – The Parish Council had agreed to the plan provided.  

(b) Surface water disposal/flood risk – Noel Thomas had spoken to Fiona Bishop, MSDC, who was looking into this.  Noel will follow this up in due course.

(c) Removal of wheel wash facility -  There was no update on this item.

7. Station Goods Yard:

Steven King had e-mailed to say that the application is still ongoing and that responses from the Housing Officer and the Drainage Engineer had been posted to the MSDC website.  He believes that the Council will be preparing a development brief for the site but he does not believe that this would  preclude the application being determined by the Council.  There are still issues to be resolved regarding the drainage of the site and he is awaiting comments from the Highway Authority.  No date for the application to come to Committee was available. 

Bill Hatton stated that the Small Scale Housing Inspector, (who had recommended a maximum of 60 units for this site), had also stated that a development brief would need to be prepared.  Noel Thomas stated that in his opinion the Parish Council had a duty to take up issues on this development with the Ombudsman and the Audit Commission. 

8. Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment:
The reply from HPC to Nathan Spilsted, Planning Officer at MSDC, responding to his letter of 7 April,  was noted.  It was felt that this should be followed up if no further communication was received from Mr Spilsted.

9. Adastra Place update:
An e-mail from John Arnold  (12.5.08) stated that the Environment Agency do not have the time to negotiate details for the treatment of the stream beneath the overhanging walkway and have delegated the matter to Fiona Bishop.  He is awaiting details of a suggested solution to this problem, e.g. that the gabions/concrete piles be screened behind a row of vertical railway sleepers.  Fiona is happy with this suggestion provided that concrete is pumped behind the sleepers to prevent water eroding the piles.  

The approved planting beside the stream will be implemented when the underneath of the walkway is completed.  David Saunders had stated that the landscaping would now need to wait till October and December but he would ensure that it was done then.   Noel Thomas felt that this work should be done in the summer when the stream was at its lowest. The Committee was very concerned about the further delays and the dissatisfaction at the state of this site two years on.  Noel Thomas would write a letter to be sent to MSDC by the Clerk.  

10. Planning Applications for Ranelagh, Burgess Hill and Court Farm, Ditchling 
The responses from HPC to the neighbouring authorities were noted.  The Committee felt that a letter should be written to Nick Rogers, Development Control Manager at MSDC, requesting that planning applications which were adjacent to a neighbouring parish and could have an effect on the close surroundings, copies of the plans be sent to that parish for comment. 

11.
Dates of Next Meetings – Monday  2nd June and Monday 23rd June 2008 at    7.30pm 

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm 

Chairman……………………….                 Date……………………..

