HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 18 February 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Leslie Campbell (Chairman)
Frank Rylance



Bill Hatton



Noel Thomas



Mavis Flowers                                Judith Foot

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present was one member of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Kristian Berggreen.

The Chairman adjourned the meeting for public participation. A member of the public asked for clarification of application 08/00405/REM, Wilmington Lodge, Orchard Lane, Hassocks. It was explained that although outline permission had been granted on appeal, there were some Reserved Matters which had yet to be determined by MSDC. 

2. Declarations of Interest. None.

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 31 January 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Applications.
07/03962/FUL 19 Queens Drive, Hassocks

Conservatory

Response: recommend approval.

08/00271/TREE Land Adjacent to Stonepound Ridge, London Road, Hassocks.

Group of Yew Trees, reduce to 1.5 m stumps, Oak, remove two lower limbs, Yew, raise canopy and thin by 10%.

Response: recommend refusal.

The council agreed with the report of the MSDC Tree Officer. The development is only six months old, and the trees were supposed to form an important screen round the western and southern boundaries of the new estate. The occupiers must have purchased their property in the full knowledge that the trees were there. The proposal to reduce the whole collection of yews to 4 feet is unacceptable, and would reduce the screening of the development from North Bank. Trimming the larger Yew back, and thinning by 10% would be acceptable, and the removal of the two lower branches of the oak would be acceptable.

08/00290/FUL 5 Clayton Park, Hassocks.

First Floor Extension.

Response: recommend approval.

08/00256/FUL Bonnys Wood, Brighton Road, Hassocks.

Relocation of existing entrance.

Response: recommend refusal.

      The Parish Council questions the need for such a large and elaborate  entrance for access to a wood and a firewood business. It is unnecessary, would be unsightly, too large and out of keeping with the surrounding area, and would involve the loss of four large trees. The applicant lists a number of people who have apparently been consulted regarding the application, but there is no indication as to what their views are on the proposal.   

     08/00331/FUL 2 London Road, Hassocks.

     Single storey rear extension.

     Response: recommend approval.

     08/00344/FUL The Gables, Brighton Road, Hassocks.

     Demolition of existing garage and shed, replaced by new garage.

     Response; recommend approval.

     08/00405/REM Wilmington Lodge, Orchard Lane, Hassocks.

     Demolition of 2 houses and erection of 14 dwellings.

     Response: recommend refusal.

     The proposed siting of the dwellings would have an adverse effect on the amenities of the neighbouring properties, and the street scene in Keymer Road. The council also has concerns about the safety of the access onto the Keymer Road.

    08/00470/TCA 22 Lodge Lane, Hassocks.

    Fell 1 cypress.

    A response was awaited from the Tree Warden.

    08/00510/ADV Hassocks Service Station., London Road, Hassocks. 

    Erection of internally illuminated advertisement display unit.

    Response: recommend refusal.

    There is a proliferation of signs at this location, to the detriment of the street scene, and the visual amenities of neighbouring residents.

     08/00531/TREE 37 Silverdale, Hassocks. .

     Weeping beech, lift canopy.

     A response was awaited from the Tree Warden.

     08/00545/AGRDET Ockenden Farm, Brighton Road, Hassocks

     To replace two polytunnels with steel frame greenhouse.

     The application was noted.

     08/00546/TREE 22 Clayton Avenue, Hassocks.

     Ash, lift canopy by 2.5 m.

     A response was awaited from the Tree Warden.

5. Results. 
The following APPROVALS were noted:

07/03962/FUL 19 Queens Drive, Hassocks

07/02926/FUL Hassocks Golf Club, London Road, Hassocks

07/03626/FUL 10 Semley Road, Hassocks

07/03803/FUL Southdown Dairy Farm, Lodge Lane, Hassocks

It was noted that 06/01033/FUL, Highway Verge (opposite Jack & Jill pub) adjacent to Brighton Road, Clayton, had been withdrawn.

6. Station Goods Yard, Meeting with Steven King, MSDC, 12 February 2008. A note of the meeting had been circulated. HPC had asked if the council could be represented at meetings between MSDC and the developers, and Steven King was taking advice on this request.

7. Mackie Avenue Development.

a) Planning Conditions. The council had concerns about the area to the north of the site, and what proposals there were for landscaping it, the footpath screening, and the balancing pond. The Managing Director of Barratt Homes had offered to meet members of the Parish Council, and 5 or 12 March 2008 would be suggested as suitable dates.  

b) Adoption of Roads. The letter dated 15 February 2008 from Tex Pemberton at WSCC was noted.

c) Traffic Calming. There was nothing further to report.

8. MSDC Planning Training Event, 28 April 2008. It was agreed that Judith Foot, Bill Hatton, Frank Rylance and Noel Thomas should attend.   

9. Mid Sussex Core Strategy Pre-Submission Document. The letter dated 22 January 2008 from MSDC, and the documents, were noted.

10. PDH Signage. It was reported that WSCC were taking legal action against PDH to have the signs removed. 
11. Date of Next Meetings. 10 and 31 March 2008 at 7.30 pm
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00 pm.

Chairman...............................           Date.......................................

