HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 21 April 2008 at 

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks

Present:
Leslie Campbell (Chairman)
Frank Rylance




Bill Hatton



Noel Thomas



Mavis Flowers


Judith Foot



Kristian Berggreen                         David Cumberland

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were 23 members of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence. There were no apologies for absence.

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. Five members of the public raised objections to application 08/00951/FUL, 4 Clayton Avenue, and four members of the public raised objections to application 08/01097/FUL, land to the west of 26A Lodge Lane, Hassocks. 

2. Declarations of Interest. David Cumberland declared an interest in application 08/00951/FUL as a resident of Clayton Avenue, and Noel Thomas declared an interest in item 10 as a member of the Weald Squash and Tennis Club.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 31 March 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Applications:
08/00882/FUL Holt Valley, Underhill Lane, Clayton. 
Single storey side extension. 

Response: recommend approval.

08/00935/FUL Baldwins,Keymer Road, Hassocks

Erection of 3 bedroom, two storey house 

Response: recommend refusal.

The application states (7 (d)) that the development does not involve demolition in a Conservation Area, but it is the council’s understanding that this is incorrect, and it is within the Keymer Conservation Area. The proposals represent over-development of the site, the building would be overbearing, un-neighbourly, and totally out of character and unsympathetic with the surrounding dwellings in the Conservation Area. The new dwelling would also be detrimental to the amenities of Baldwins.  

08/00951/FUL 4 Clayton Avenue, Hassocks

New detached house.

Response: recommend refusal.

The proposed development is out of keeping with the street scene, it is un-neighbourly and would overlook and overshadow adjoining properties, and would represent over-development of the site. 

The council is also concerned about the pine tree and holly adjacent to the property, and will request MSDC for a tree preservation order.

08/1041/FUL 36 Hurst Road, Hassocks

Proposed extension/alterations and room in roof.

Response: recommend approval. 

08/01064/TREE 22 Kymer Gardens, Hassocks

Fell conifer.

This application had been withdrawn.

08/01071/FUL 14 Ann Close, Hassocks.

Removal of existing timber conservatory, erect white UPVC double glazed conservatory.     

Response: recommend approval.

08/01092/FUL 67 The Quadrant, Hassocks.

Rear and side extension.

Response: recommend approval.

08/01140/FUL 17 Park Avenue, Hassocks.

Single storey rear conservatory

Response: recommend approval.

08/01172/TCA Clevelands, 18 Lodge Lane, Hassocks

Fell one horse chestnut, one lime and one Norway Maple.

Response: recommend refusal.

The council concurs with the views if the MSDC Tree Officer. They are a considerable visual asset to the property and the neighbourhood and should be retained if at all possible. Unless it can be proved that the trees are definitely the cause of the structural problems, and this is far from clear from the Engineering Appraisal, there is a very strong case for them to be protected by a TPO.   

08/00816/FUL 2 Ockley Lane, Hassocks

Replacement conservatory, amended plans.

Response: recommend approval.

08/00875/FUL 44 Dale Avenue, Hassocks

Proposed extension to rear of property

Response: recommend approval.

08/01057/LBC Oldland Cottage, Oldlands Lane, Hassocks

Installation of 3 suntiles. 

Response: recommend approval.

08/01097/FUL Land to West of 26A Lodge Lane, Hassocks.

Response: recommend refusal.

The proposed development would represent over-development of the site, and there are concerns about access for utility and emergency vehicles. MSDC should be aware of the flooding issues in this area, and, if permission were granted, should ensure that these problems can be overcome.   

08/01142/FUL Land at 15 Stanford Avenue, Hassocks

One new detached dwellinghouse in former garden of 15 Stanford Avenue

Response: recommend approval.

08/01204/FUL 60 Adastra Avenue, Hassocks

Alteration to pitched roof to allow insertion of window with barn hip over.

Response: recommend approval.

08/01218/FUL 15 The Close, Hassocks.

Rear single storey extension.

Response: recommend approval.

08/01074/FUL 14 Lagwood Close, Hassocks

Rear extension.

Response: recommend approval.

08/01301/TREE 2 The Minnels, Hassocks.

Beech, remove one branch.

The Tree Warden’s report was awaited. 

08/01301/TREE St Francis Church, Priory Road, Hassocks.

Felling and remedial surgery

The Tree Warden’s response was awaited.

LW/08/0322 Court Farm, Keymer Road, Ditchling. It had not been possible to obtain a copy of the plans for the meeting. A letter would be sent to MSDC asking that HPC be sent copies of applications on the boundary which could affect local residents. It was agreed that Leslie Campbell and Bill Hatton would comment on the application on behalf of the council.

08/0106/FUL Ranelagh, London Road, Hassocks. The council would request a copy of the application, which fell within Burgess Hill. The council would comment on development in the strategic gap.  

5. Results.

The following APPROVALS were noted:

08/00710/TCA 13 The Crescent, Hassocks

08/00271/TREE Land Adjacent to Stonepound Ridge, London Road, Hassocks

08/00725/FUL 14 Grand Avenue, Hassocks

08/00706/FUL 121 Grand Avenue, Hassocks

08/00510/ADV Hassocks Service Station, London Road, Hassocks

08/00405/REM Wilmington Lodge, Orchard Lane, Hassocks

08/00521/FUL 16 Queens Drive, Hassocks

08/00599/FUL 39 Downs View Road, Hassocks, West Sussex

08/00561/FUL 1 Ockenden Way, Hassocks

07/02204/FUL 40 Keymer Road, Hassocks

08/00674/FUL 12 Lodge Lane, Hassocks

The following APPEAL results were noted;

07/01601/OUT 27 Clayton Avenue, Hassocks, appeal dismissed

07/02318/FUL 14 Wilmington Close, Hassocks, appeal dismissed.

6. Mackie Avenue Development. 
a) Planting Scheme. It was noted that a letter dated 7 April 208 had been sent to MSDC. Noel Thomas had contacted Barratt Homes regarding using earth from the development site to landscape the wildlife area, rather than having it removed from site.

b) Surface Water Disposal/Flood Risk. Noel Thomas had written to MSDC on behalf of HPC.  

7. Station Goods Yard. The email from Steven King dated 16 April 2008 was noted. It was agreed that Steven King should be asked for an update on the application.

8. Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment. The letter dated 7 April 2008 from MSDC had been circulated. It was agreed that a response should be sent saying that HPC were very concerned to see a study of this nature, and that the composition of the working party was one sided, with no representatives of the community involved. The council understands the need to undertake this exercise, but it should be done in a more balanced way, with involvement of town and parish councils.  

9. Bramberley Stables, Brighton Road, Hassocks, proposed Woodland Burial site. The proposals were noted. The council would not comment until a planning application was received. A letter would be sent to Mr Hampson indicating that the council had noted his proposals and awaited plans from MSDC.

10. Weald Lawn Tennis Club, report on site meeting, 10.4.08 regarding forthcoming planning application to MSDC. Councillors had attended a presentation at the Weald on a proposal to build nine dwellings in the overflow car park area plus alterations to the clubhouse and the relocation of the overflow car park. It was likely that a planning application would be made in May 2008.  

11. Adastra Place. It was agreed that MSDC would be asked for an update on the landscaping and work to the bank of the stream. This would be included on the agenda for the next meeting. 
12. Dates of Next Meetings 12 May and 2 June 2008 at 7.30 pm

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45 pm.

Chairman.......................................

Date...............................................   

