HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 31 March 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Leslie Campbell (Chairman)
Frank Rylance



Bill Hatton



Noel Thomas



Mavis Flowers                                Judith Foot

                      Kristian Berggreen

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were 16 members of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence. There were no apologies for absence. 
The meeting was adjourned for public participation. Three members of the public raised objections to application 07/03286/FUL, Station Industrial Estate, Station Road, Hassocks, and four members of the public raised objections to application 08/00890/FUL, 21 The Crescent, Hassocks.

2. Declarations of Interest. None.

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 10 March 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Applications.
07/03286/FUL Station Industrial Estate, Keymer Road, Hassocks

Erection of five residential blocks. Amended plans showing a reduction of 1 storey on block A and a reduction from 74 to 70 units.

Response: recommend refusal.

The proposal represents over-development of the site, the urban character of the residential blocks is out of keeping with the village location, and would be un-neighbourly in respect of the surrounding properties. The council has serious concerns about the lack of infrastructure to support a development of this size. 

The buildings would be dominating, and have a particularly adverse effect on properties in Bonnywood Road and South Bank. The density is too high for the site, higher than that proposed by the Planning Inspector, and would provide a poor quality environment. There is concern about contamination on the site. The council has continuing concerns about the lack of infrastructure, schools, medical facilities, water, waste water disposal etc to support a development of this size, and there are also concerns about the adequacy of parking on the site, and the lack of alternative parking places in the immediate area. The site currently provides employment which would be lost if the businesses currently on the site were replaced by residential development.

It was agreed that Noel Thomas and Bill Hatton would prepare a detailed letter to MSDC setting out the parish council’s concerns on infrastructure connected with the site.        

08/00707/FUL, 44 Chancellors Park, Hassocks.

White UPVC double glazed conservatory to the rear.

Response: recommend approval.

08/00872/FUL 30 Semley Road, Hassocks.

Single storey rear conservatory.

Response: recommend approval.

08/00688/ADV, E Moss Ltd, 35 Keymer Road, Hassocks.

1 fascia & 1 projecting sign.

Response: recommend approval.

     08/00890/FUL 21 The Crescent, Hassocks.

     Demolition of existing house and erection of 4 new houses.

     Response: recommend refusal. The proposed development would be out of keeping with the surrounding properties in the conservation area, and would have an adverse effect on the neighbouring properties. Access is limited to single track and the road narrows, and there are concerns about the additional traffic the development would generate. Drainage is a problem in this area, and there are concerns that the proposed development could add to the danger of flooding.

     08/02747/FUL 28 Lodge Lane, Hassocks.

     Reinstatement of front chimney stack, amended plans.

     Response; recommend approval.

     08/00855/FUL, Downland, South Bank, Hassocks.

     Detached garage at front of property.

     Response: recommend approval.

    08/001010/FUL 61 Mackie Avenue, Hassocks.

    Rooms in roof, amended with side dormer.

    Response: recommend approval.

5. Results. 
The following APPROVALS were noted:

HA/08/00546/TREE 22 Clayton Avenue, Hassocks

HA/08/00531/TREE 37 Silverdale, Hassocks

HA07/03765/COU The Stores, London Road, Hassocks

HA/08/00290/FUL 5 Clayton Park, Hassocks

HA/07/03861/COU Little Scotches, Malthouse Lane, Hassocks

HA/08/00612/TREE Land East of South Bank, Hassocks

HA/08/00344/FUL The Gables, Brighton Road, Hassocks

HA/08/00470/TCA 22 Lodge Lane, Hassocks

The following LDC had been granted:

HA/08/00526/LDC 8 Ockley Lane, Hassocks

The following REFUSALS were noted:

HA/08/00331/FUL 2 London Road, Hassocks

HA/07/03578/FUL 5 The Quadrant, Hassocks

HA/08/00111/LBC Oldland Cottage, Oldlands Lane, Hassocks

The following APPEAL had been dismissed:

HA/07/00366/FUL 19 Shepherds Walk, Hassocks.

The following application had gone to appeal:

HA/07/02235/FUL Land adjacent to 16 The Quadrant, Hassocks.  

6. Mackie Avenue Development.

a) Report of Site Visit on 14 March 2008. Several councillors had attended the site visit, which had been useful. It was agreed that Noel Thomas would write to MSDC to express concerns about the size of the balancing pond and the accuracy of the flood risk assessments. This matter would be included on the agenda for the next meeting. Noel Thomas would also write to Dennis Matthews at MSDC regarding the proposed street lighting for the development.

b) Landscape Plans. The landscape plans were considered. It was agreed that there were too few new trees proposed for the site as a whole, and there was concern about the adequacy of planting proposals for the southern boundary. Derek Swaine would be asked to prepare a response to Dennis Matthews at MSDC regarding the planting proposals.   

7. Mid Sussex Core Strategy. The response sent to MSDC was noted.

8. Station Industrial estate, Keymer Road, Hassocks. The email from Steven King at MSDC dated 28 March 2008 regarding HPC being involved in meetings with developers was noted. It was agreed that a response should be sent asking Steven King to reconsider his decision that HPC could not be present at meetings between MSDC and developers while major applications were being progressed.  

9. Date of Next Meetings. 21 April and 12 May 2008 at 7.30 pm
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20 pm.

Chairman...............................           Date.......................................

