HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 26 August 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.  

Present: 
Kristian Berggreen (Chairman)
Leslie Campbell



Mavis Flowers


Frank Rylance



Judith Foot



Noel Thomas



Phil Mead.

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present was one member of the public.

1. Apology for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Bill Hatton, who was abroad.

2. Declarations of Interest. Noel Thomas declared a personal interest in applications 08/02370/FUL, and 08/02371/FUL, Weald Tennis & Squash Club, as a member of the Club.

The meeting was adjourned for public participation, but there were no questions from the public.

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 6 August 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Applications

07/02416/FUL The Heeler Centre, Station Approach east, Hassocks.

Installation of air conditioning.

Response: recommend approval.

The council notes the concerns expressed by nearby residents, and finds it difficult to gauge how noisy the unit will be. As it is likely to be in use in hot weather, when residents of Duncton House are likely to want their windows open, before granting approval, MSDC need to be satisfied that the unit will not cause a nuisance to neighbouring properties.  

08/02326/FUL 55/57 Lodge Lane, Hassocks

Replace pair of garages.

Response: recommend approval.

08/02493/FUL 52 Hurst Road, Hassocks.

Two storey side extension.

Response: recommend approval.

08/02601/TREE 9 The Poplars, Hassocks.

Reduce canopy of holly by approximately 1m

Response: recommend approval.

08/02366/FUL 52 Hurst Road, Hassocks

New side entrance porch.

Response: recommend approval.

08/02575/FUL 96 Grand Avenue, Hassocks.

Single storey rear extension.

Response: recommend approval.

08/02659/TCA 26a Lodge Lane, Hassocks.

Fell two cypresses.

Response: recommend refusal.

It was understood one of the trees had already been removed. Cypresses are not out of keeping with the area, and, as the remaining tree is in a conservation area, unless there is a pressing reason for its removal, permission should be refused. The previous application for a garage, 08/01716/FUL did not refer to the removal of any trees.  

08/02370/FUL Weald Lawn Tennis & Squash Club, South Bank Hassocks.

Application for 4 all weather tennis courts, refurbishment of club house, new access road, alterations to access & parking, provision of permissive footpath & footbridge.

Response: recommend approval.

While recommending approval, the council has concerns that the alterations to the parking provision will affect the existing trees and wishes to be assured that the proposals will not affect any of the trees currently protected by TPOs. Despite the findings of the Bat Scoping Survey, it is believed that there are bat colonies which use this area, and there are concerns about the effect the proposals may have on the environment and the bat population if any of the trees are removed. The proposals are designed to increase use of the Club, and this will mean more traffic movements across what is a difficult access onto an already busy road to Stonepound.

08/02371/FUL Weald Lawn Tennis & Squash Club, South Bank, Hassocks.

Erection of 9 residential dwellings.

Response: recommend refusal.

The site is outside the built up area of the village, and granting permission would set an unacceptable precedent. The council has concerns about the infrastructure to support a development of this size, in terms of water, health provision, schools etc, and there are particular concerns about the capacity of the sewerage system in this area to support such a development. Problems with the sewer capacity have already been identified in connection with the proposed development at the Station Goods Yard. There are concerns about access and safety in view of the increased traffic this would create on a difficult junction with Keymer Road, onto a road which is already congested in peak hours. There are concerns about loss of trees on the site. The council believes that any development on the site should be considered in conjunction with the possible development of the Station Goods Yard site and not considered in isolation, and that it should be included in the Development Brief being prepared for the Station Goods Yard site, as the same considerations in respect of access, infrastructure etc will apply equally to both sites.   

08/02503/FUL Fairdown, Park Avenue, Hassocks.

Demolition of existing bungalow and construction of replacement dwelling.  

Response: recommend approval.

The council is concerned about the proposal for two balconies on the front of the building, which is out of keeping with the adjacent properties.

08/02558/FUL 40 Mackie Avenue, Hassocks.  

Removal of existing conservatory and erection of single storey rear extension.

Response: recommend approval.

08/02731/TREE Land at Ockley Way, Hassocks.

Fell and replace oak (T1)

Response: the council will support the decision of the MSDC Tree Officer, who is aware of the history of this tree, which is an important feature in the surrounding street scene. If approval for its removal is granted, a replacement tree should be planted in the same location, under the supervision of the MSDC Tree Officer, and its progress should be carefully monitored to ensure that it grows successfully into a mature replacement. 

08/02758/TREE 6&7 the Poplars, Hassocks.

Holly, reduce canopy by 1m, sycamore, reduce by up to 2m.

Response: the view of the Tree Warden will be accepted once a report is received.

5. Results.
The following APPROVALS were noted:

08/02351/TREE 15 The Minnels, Hassocks

08/02475/TREE Land adjacent to Stonepound Ridge, London Road, Hassocks

08/02322/FUL 36 London Road, Hassocks

08/01849/FUL 1&2 Wood Cottage, Brighton Road, Hassocks

08/01612/FUL 68 Dale Avenue, Hassocks

08/01715/FUL 2 London Road, Hassocks

08/02143/FUL 2 The Bourne, Hassocks

08/02145/FUL 19 Shepherds Walk, Hassocks

08/02179/FUL 17 Anne Close, Hassocks

The following REFUSAL was noted:

08/01908/FUL 8 Ockley Lane, Hassocks

The following applications had been withdrawn:

08/02044/FUL 105 Mackie Avenue, Hassocks

08/01787/FUL 44 Manor Avenue, Hassocks

The following application had gone to APPEAL

08/01451/FUL 5 Clayton Avenue, Hassocks.

6. Planning Portal, Proposed Community Infrastructure Levy Policy Statement. The policy statement was noted. It was noted that information on planning matters was available on www.planningportal.gov.uk
7. Mackie Avenue Development.  The draft report from WSCC regarding Developer Funded Highway Schemes and the S106 contribution from the Mackie Avenue development would be considered at the 9 September 2008 Parish Council meeting.

8. Station Goods Yard. There was nothing to report. The item would be included on the agenda for the next meeting, and MSDC would be asked for an update.

9. Date of Next Meeting. 16 September 2008 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 

9.40 pm.

Chairman.............................................

Date.......................................................

