HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 16 September 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.  

Present: 
Kristian Berggreen (Chairman)
Leslie Campbell



Judith Foot



Noel Thomas



Bill Hatton (for items 4-10)

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were 10 members of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Mavis Flowers, Frank Rylance and Phil Mead.

2. Declarations of Interest. None.

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. Three members of the public spoke to object to application 08/02863/FUL, Land adjacent to 30 Shepherds Walk.

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 26 August 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Applications

08/02493/FUL 52 Hurst Road, Hassocks.

Two storey side extension, amended plans.

Response: recommend approval.

08/02690/FUL 26 Silverdale, Hassocks

Demolition of existing garage and erection of single storey rear extension.

Response: recommend approval.

08/00890/FUL 21 The Crescent, Hassocks.

Demolition of existing house and erection of 4 new houses.

Response: recommend refusal.

The amended plans only change the detail of the architectural layout. All the council’s previous concerns remain, that the development would be out of keeping with the surrounding properties in the conservation area, and would have a detrimental  effect on neighbouring properties. The buildings would dominate the conservation area, and the adjoining properties would be overlooked. Access is limited to a single track, and there are concerns about the additional traffic the development would generate. Drainage is a problem in the area and there are concerns that the development could add to the danger of flooding. 

08/02181/OUT Highway Depot, London Road, Hassocks.

Residential development comprising 20 units, 2-3 storeys, 11 houses and 9 flats. Amended description.

Response: the council cannot comment without a copy of the revised plans.

08/02877/C3REG Downlands School, Dale Avenue, Hassocks.

Variation of hours condition for use of the sports hall.

Response: recommend approval.

The council wish to draw attention to the concerns of local residents regarding the additional noise this extension may give rise to. It is not correct to say, as stated in the Conclusions to the draft report, page 3, that there is a “lack of any reported disturbance to local residents and the wider local area”. The council is aware of a number of reports of disturbance by local residents to the school, the Parish Council and the County Council by individuals and the local Residents’ Association. 

08/02863/FUL, Land adjacent to 30 Shepherds Walk, Hassocks.

Detached 3 bedroom dwelling.

Response: recommend refusal.

The redesign of the dwelling does not address the concerns of the council in recommending refusal of the previous two applications, and the council considers that the reasons for refusal by MSDC still apply. 

The proposed development would be out of keeping with the existing building line in The Meadows, is contrary to the original layout of the estate and the concept of green spaces, and would set a precedent for similar development which would have a detrimental effect on the street scene.

08/02886/FUL 6 Ann Close, Hassocks

Single storey rear extension

Response: recommend approval

08/02929/FUL 68 Ockley Way, Hassocks.

Loft conversion.

Response: recommend approval.

5. Results.
The following APPROVALS were noted:

08/02165/FUL 1 Hammonds Mill Cottage, London Road, Hassocks

08/02188/FUL Downland, South Bank, Hassocks

08/02289/FUL 2 Hammonds Mill Cottages, London Road, Hassocks

08/02322/FUL 36 London Road, Hassocks

08/02601/TREE 9 The Poplars

The following APPEAL had been dismissed:

07/02235/FUL 16 The Quadrant, Hassocks.

6. S106 Contributions.  Noel Thomas reported on the MSALC/MSDC Working Party on Section 106 agreements. Notes of the meeting on 15 

      July 2008 had been circulated.

7.  Secretary of State’s Proposed Changes to the Draft Regional Spacial Strategy. It was agreed that Bill Hatton would draft a response, outling the council’s views, which the Clerk would send to the Government of the South East, copied to MSDC and District Councillors.. 

8. Mackie Avenue Development.  The letter dated 6 August 2008 from Barratts to MSDC and the letter dated 9 September 2008 from Dennis Matthews at MSDC were noted.  
9. Station Goods Yard. There was nothing to report. The item would be included on the agenda for the next meeting, and MSDC would be asked for an update.

10. Date of Next Meeting. 6 October 2008 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 

9.15 pm.

Chairman.............................................

Date.......................................................

