HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 2008/9.

Good evening and welcome to the ninth Annual Meeting of Hassocks Parish Council. This is not a formal Parish Council meeting, but an annual opportunity for residents to hear what the council has been doing over the past year and to ask any questions or raise any issues they would like to. The council is interested to hear the views of residents, but I should point out that the meeting has no decision-making powers. 

The chairmen of the council’s sub committees will give reports on their individual areas of responsibility, so I will not pre-empt their reviews, but give a general overview of the council’s work.

The council has been engaged in a number of activities during the year, but perhaps the most significant have been the project to redevelop the sports pavilion in Adastra Park, the development of a Business Plan to guide the council’s activities over the next five years, and representation of local views on planning issues.

The sports pavilion building in Adastra Park is over forty years old, and no longer fit for purpose. The council has appointed architects to design a new, eco-friendly building, and has been successful in attracting over £200,000 in grant funding towards the cost of the project. It is hoped that building work will commence towards the end of the year, with completion by summer 2010.     

The council has also been preparing a Business Plan for 2009 to 2014, which will help us plan for the future, and focus our activities, and it will also give local residents a clear outline of what the council intends to achieve in the next five years. The Plan will be launched at the Hassocks on View event, which will take place in the Adastra Hall on 18 July 2009. 

The council has been examining and commenting on all planning applications relating to Hassocks during the year, and has also been reviewing drafts of the key planning documents being prepared by Mid Sussex District Council, the planning authority, which will shape the way development takes place in the village in the period up to 2026. The Parish Council accepts that there will be a requirement for development in the village, and that there is a need for new housing for local people, but the council has grave concerns about the number of new houses being proposed for Mid Sussex in the South East Plan, and is very concerned about the lack of infrastructure to support the scale of development being imposed by central government. The Parish Council has been making its views known to the District Council.  

The Parish Council is very aware of the impact of high rises in council tax on local people, particularly in the current economic climate. Having held the parish precept at the same level for 3 years, the council decided, reluctantly, to increase the precept for 2009/10. The increase was necessary to meet increases in the council’s running costs, which have in a number of cases been rising well above inflation, to enable the council to continue to provide a high level of service to local residents, and to budget for the Sports Pavilion rebuilding.

A large number of local residents continue to visit the Parish Office for services or advice, and during the year the office staff dealt with over 2,500 enquiries on a wide range of issues. Mid Sussex District Council, the Police and the District and County councillors also run regular “surgeries” for local people. The Parish Council has given support to a number of voluntary groups in the village, and continues to fund mobile refuse collections for residents who find it difficult to get to the Burgess Hill Amenity Site. 

The council is aware of its responsibilities to disabled people, and has installed a chair lift to the council chamber to enable those with mobility difficulties to attend meetings more easily. The council is also installing a path from the car park in the Hassocks Burial Ground across the field to make it easier for disabled visitors to get to the grave plots. 

The council has been very concerned by the prohibition on adult groups using the Beacon Centre, and has made representations to West Sussex County Council on this issue. We have also been concerned about the lack of places available for village children at the Infants School, and are pleased that West Sussex County Council has agreed to provide additional places, and is going to undertake some research to find out why demand is heavier than forecast  

The very successful partnership arrangement with West Sussex County Council and Burgess Hill Town Council is continuing, which enables us to deal with minor highway maintenance and issues such as graffiti, overgrown vegetation, and fly tipping quickly and efficiently using a local maintenance team.   

Hassocks is twinned with Montmirail in France and Wald Michelbach in Germany, and we had a very successful three way meeting in Hassocks last October. The council is keen to develop links with our twinning partners, which foster good relations between the three communities. 

The government announced on 31 March this year that it intends to establish a South Downs National Park. While the formal designation order for the Park, and the de-designation order for the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty have not yet been put in place, it is fully expected that the new South Downs National Park authority will be set up by April 2010, and be operational by 2011. Hassocks will be the natural “Gateway to the Downs”, and we will be looking at ways in which the village can benefit from this new status.

It has been a busy and challenging year, I would like to thank my fellow councillors, who give their time voluntarily and work hard to help maintain and improve the village for the benefit of all residents. I would also like to thank the  Parish Council staff for their dedication in providing a high level of service to the council and local residents. 
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