ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

As mentioned last year the Environment Committee is an amalgamation of the original Highways and Hassocks in Bloom Committees

During the year we have continued to plant up areas around the village with plants from Garden Pride and hard work from our team of volunteers. Maintaining these areas is becoming increasingly difficult and we always welcome offers of help.
A new area this year to be planted is outside the old post office. Two very heavy granite planters were bought and have been planted up by Maple Leaf Gardens and will be maintained by them in the future.
A new seat has been donated by Southdown Garden Centre at the end of Chancellors Park Road. This was vandalised soon after installation but was replaced by the garden centre and is proving to be popular with all ages.

We are gradually clearing the bank at the back of Q.D and other small areas in the vicinity and when finished will be planted with material we have actually paid for with some grant money.

All this work is carried out with a minimum cost and hopefully the effort makes Hassocks a more attractive place to live.

We are still unhappy with the condition of the raised areas in the High Street but as a Council we have no control over this area .Despite this we are still trying hard to convince the parties involved of the need for remedial work.
None can have failed to notice the new tree planting in Grand Avenue. A small tree group was formed to carry out the hard work reporting back to this committee. Subsequently two members became Parish Councillors. There was discussion with residents and West Sussex and as far as I am aware the results have been very welcomed in the village. New planting areas are being considered and the plan is to make this scheme long term

We had a break from Hassocks in Bloom last year but we hope that this year we will be inundated with entries. The three schools are painting posters which will advertise the event in July.
This year we have also been carrying out our essential, although not always exciting work, with reference to litter bins, dog bins, footpaths, general tree problems, lighting, seating etc.

We are also in discussion with the Hassocks Community Partnership Tourist Group concerning their ideas on tourism with particular reference to the new National Park.
I am very grateful to all the support from the Committee members, Linda and her staff and the volunteers and sponsors that help to, I hope, continue to improve our environment.
