HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 26 May 2009

Report from the Grounds Committee.

The Grounds Committee looks after the council’s outdoor spaces, Adastra Park, the Hassocks Burial Ground, Parklands Road Allotments, and Talbot Field, and also oversees the work of the Sports Pavilion Redevelopment Committee.

The main focus of attention has been on the redevelopment of the Sports Pavilion in Adastra Park. The current pavilion is a wooden building, over forty years old, and no longer fit for purpose. The council has been considering  replacing it over a number of years, but the last year has seen significant progress. The council invited a range of architects to put forward proposals for the rebuild, and after a number of presentations, decided to appoint Ecotecture, a small company which specialises in environmentally friendly buildings, to produce a design. Ecotecture were chosen for their “green” credentials, and also because they produced an innovative design. The council is keen to ensure that the new sports pavilion will be a distinctive building, in keeping with its parkland setting, which the village can be proud of, at the same time providing modern facilities combined with low running costs. 

Discussions were held with sports clubs and other potential users to ensure that their requirements will be met, and the design has now been finalised, and approved by the full Parish Council. A planning application has been submitted to the District Council and we should have the result by July. Copies of the plans and sketch designs are on display in the Parish Office if residents would like to see them, and details will be available at the Hassocks On View event in the Adastra Hall on 18 July. 

The council has made considerable progress during the year in securing funding towards the cost of the project, and to date grants totalling over £200,000 have been confirmed, and the results of three further grant applications are awaited. We are very grateful to Howard Collins, Chairman of the Keymer and Hassocks Cricket Club, who is a funding professional, for his help and expertise in the preparation of grant applications. The remainder of the cost will be funded from reserves and through a Public Works Loan Board loan. Once the planning application has been approved, the council will be going out to tender for the building work. It is expected that a contractor will be appointed in the autumn, with construction work taking place this winter, and spring 2010. 

On the Hassocks Burial Ground, the council appointed a new landscape gardening company to look after the Memorial Gardens, and they have carried out some replanting and put in more spring bulbs to give year round colour. The council has been looking at disabled access to the site, and agreed to put in a path from the car park to the burial area to make access easier for those with mobility difficulties. We had discussions with the District Council regarding the type of path, and agreed on tarmac as the least visually intrusive and most economic solution.

In common with most parish and town councils, we have seen a huge increase in interest in allotment plots, and we currently have a waiting list. The council has been liasing with the Hassocks Allotment Holders Association to make sure that the allotments are all fully used, to offer help and support to allotment holders and to make improvements to the site. We are looking at ways of increasing use-age, for example by dividing plots to offer smaller areas to those who would find it difficult to maintain a full plot, or having shared plots for older, less active residents. Robert Yates, Chairman of the Hassocks Allotment Holders Association, has been co-opted onto the Grounds Committee so that we can ensure that we work closely with the Association.

The Adastra Park continues to provide a well used recreational space in the centre of the village. The playing fields are used regularly for football, cricket, stoolball, tennis, croquet and keep fit, and the Bowls Club attracts members of all ages. We have planted more roses and bulbs in the Memorial Garden, and during the year three silver birch trees were planted near the sports pavilion, and a red oak tree was planted near the car park to replace the diseased oak which had to be felled last year. We are grateful to Richard Higgs, our Groundsman, for all his hard work in keeping the park well maintained, and litter free.

I am grateful to the members of the Grounds Committee, and the Sports Pavilion Redevelopment Committee for their help and support during the year. Rebuilding the sports pavilion is a challenging and time consuming project and we are very pleased with the progress we have been able to make during the year which should see a new purpose built pavilion in the park in 2010.    

