HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Grounds Meeting held on Tuesday 15 April 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present: 
David Cumberland (Chairman)
Jose Gargett



Chris Bere



Derek Swaine



Mavis Flowers


Noel Thomas.

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present for item 4 was Howard Collins.

1. Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Alan Berry. Absent without apology, Sue Hatton. 

2. Declarations of Interest. None.
3. Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on 6 March 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Sport Pavilion Redevelopment: Tender for the Building Works. A Schedule of Actions leading up to commencement on site had been received from Clive Hawkins Architects, and copies were circulated to the meeting. Howard Collins reported that he had contacted Clive Hawkins and had asked for the design to incorporate two changing rooms and an official’s changing room, rather than four changing rooms, as this was what a potential funder required. Howard Collins wanted the tender process completed by August 2008 to enable him to seek funding from the Landfill Tax Credit Scheme, which was running out of funding.
Clive Hawkins suggested that the council would need to appoint an architect, quantity surveyor, planning consultant, specialist consultant for health and safety, structural engineer and thermal specialist. It was pointed out that for any contract over £1,000 in value, the council would have to advertise the work and obtain at least two quotations for the council to consider.

RESOLVED that Clive Hawkins would be asked to obtain quotations from two contractors for each of the above consulting roles, (excluding a planning consultant, who had already been appointed) and provide an indication of what his fee for acting as architect on the project would be. The council would obtain a quotation from a second architect for the work, and David Cumberland would contact Clive Hawkins to advise him of the council’s obligation to seek a second quotation. 

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that a sub-committee be established to oversee the Sports Pavilion rebuild project.

5. Adastra Park.

a) Tennis Court Resurfacing. The contractor was waiting for a dry period to start work. WSCC County Local Committee had turned down the council’s request for funding. The outcome of the Foundation For Sport and Art funding application was still awaited.

b) Play Equipment Repairs. Allianz and Wickstead were unable to recommend contractors, but MSDC had suggested Foster Playscapes. The Clerk would contact Jonathan Foster on his return from leave.

c) Hedging, North Field. Derek Swaine had met Ed Nugent from South Downs Garden Centre to discuss the council’s requirements, and Ed Nugent was going to put together proposals for suitable planting.

d) Long Stay Car Park. Notices regarding parking had now been erected, and the cars which had been commuter parking were no longer taking up space. The question of clamping cars would be reviewed if the problem occurred again.

e) Trees.
i) Pine Tree Orchard Lane. It was noted that the pine tree in Orchard Lane which had been damaged in high winds had been removed as a safety measure by KPS at a cost of ££480, plus VAT.

ii) Trees in Orchard Lane. An email dated 13 March 2008 from a resident in Orchard Lane was considered. RESOLVED that the Tree Warden would be asked to inspect the pine trees in Adastra Park next to Orchard Lane, and comment on the points raised in the email. A response would then be sent to the resident. It was agreed that it would be uneconomic to have every tree in Adastra Park regularly tested by tree consultants.

iii) Tulip Tree. A letter from Mrs Harlington regarding a memorial tulip tree was considered. RESOLVED that advice should be taken on the positioning of a tulip tree in Adastra Park, and quotations obtained from two tree specialists, with a view to autumn planting. A response would be send to Mrs Harlington advising her of the action the council was taking.

iv) Red Oak Tree Replacement. A donation of £300 had been received from the Hassocks Field Society, and a donation of £10 from a local resident towards the cost of replacing the Red Oak tree. Letters of thanks would be sent. RESOLVED that Barletts would be asked to confirm if a replacement tree could be planted in the same site as tree which had been felled, without risk of disease, and quotations would be obtained for a replacement tree. The committee would give further consideration to enabling residents and local societies the opportunity to contribute to the cost of a replacement.

f) Stoolball Club. A letter dated 30 March 2008 from the Stoolball Club was noted. RESOLVED that a letter would be sent to the Keymer and Hassocks Cricket Club thanking them for their co-operation in allowing the cricket square to be used for the Stoolball outfield.

g) Pavilion Clock. The letter dated 1 April 2008 from Mr Walmsley, indicating that he would be giving up maintenance of the Sports Pavilion Clock with effect from 27 October 2008 was noted. RESOLVED that Mr Walmsley should be invited to the November 2008 Parish Council meeting so that the council could show its appreciation of the work he has done in maintaining the clock. It was unlikely that the council would find anyone to take on the maintenance work, so, if necessary the clock would be taken down.

h) Jack & Jill Playgroup. It was agreed that the Adastra Park could be used for the fund raising event, as requested.

6. Sports Club Charges. RESOLVED to agree the sports club charges for 2008/9, in line with the fees charged by MSDC. A letter would be sent to the Adastra Tennis Club in response to recent emails regarding the charges, pointing out that the increases for the year were very modest, and that the council was spending a significant sum on having the courts resurfaced.

7. Talbot Field, Hedge on the Eastern Boundary. No response had been received from Sime Solutions regarding the alleged subsidence. It was agreed that this would be included on the agenda for the next meeting.

8. Date of Next Meeting. 15 May 2008 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55 pm.           

Chairman.......................................

Date...............................................
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